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Attachment A

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF REClAUVlATION
Mid-Pacific Regional Office,~

2800 Cottage Way

IN REPLY Sacra~nento, California 99825-1898
REFER TO:

M~-I90 MAP,.. O ~,;01]

Mr. Mark Schaefer
Acting Assistant Secretary - Water and Scfence
D~artment of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240-0001

Subject: Bay-Delta "Other Such Activities" Account - CALFED Recommendations for Fiscal
Year 2000 Programs and Projects

Dear Mr. Schaefer:

The CALFED Policy Group (Policy Group) met on December 15, 1999, to review and approve
program and project recommendations received from the Bay-Delta Advisory Council and
CALFED staff. Additionally, at the November 17, 1999, meeting, Policy Group recommended
funding tribal participation in the CALFED process. The Policy Group is reconom’mnding you
approve funding the various programs and associated p.rojects detailed below in the amount of
$30,000,000 from the fiscal year 2000 Federal Bay-Delta Act appropriation.

1. Program Element: Conveyance ........’ ............................... $6,000,000

(A) Project Title: Tracy Fish Facility

Implementing Agency: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Funding: $6,000,000                                    ’
Project Description: The project will undertake all plazming, design, environmental
documeutation, permitting, construction, operatior~ laboratory and field testing, and other
activities necessary to evaluate the irmta]latiou o~a new fish screen and fish salvage facility
near the existing Tracy Fi-~h Collection Facility. The program will expedke
implementadou of best available technology screening for 2,500 cubic-feet-per-second
(cfs) a~ the Tracy div~mion facility with short-term fisheries benefits while developing
critical information required to optimize new fish pra~ection facilities at Cligton Court
Forebay, Tracy, and the North Delta. The new facilities will have fish scre~fing, fish
holding and fish transport, and stocking capabilities; cousu’uctiou .and major evakmtion of
th~ new facilities are planned for completion to allow expanded improvemcn~ of Tracy
and/or new fish facilities at Clifton Court by the end ofCALFED Stag~ 1 Implementation.
Fiscal year 2000 ~unds will be utilized for planning and d~sign activities.
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2. Program Elemeat: Storage ........................................... $2,1~0,000

(A) Program Title: Conjunctive. Use (Integrated Storage Investigation)

Funding Agency: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Funding: $2,150,000                                                       ..
Project Description: An ixdtial inventory of potential conjunctive use opportunities was
completed early in 1997; guiding principles for conjunctive use programs were dmzeloped
to ensure that local concerns and potential impacts are fully addressed. CALFED staffwiI1
implement two to five conjunctive use projects selected through a competitive ~rant
application/selection process that has beeu developed with input from the public and a
CALFED stakehoIdar ~oup, the Conjuuctive Use Advisory Team.

3. Program ~.lement: Water Operations .................................$10,000~000

(A) Prod’am Tiffs: 1999 Operations Contingency’

Implementiug Agency: LI.S. Bureau ofl~eclamation
Funding: $10,000,000
Description: This program wi!l acqui~-e water to improve operatioual fle×ibili.ty for the
Central Valley Project (CVP). The CALFED Policy Group approved a short list of tools
to be considered for increasing CVP operational flexibility of which the most promising
is acqulr~g South-of-the-Delta water supplies from willing sellers who have already -
prepared environmental documents cover~g such transactions. Three pots-ariel, willing
sellers have been identified (1) the Kern Water Bank Authority, (2) the Vidler Water
Company, and (3) the San 2oaqufu River Exchauge Coutracl:ors Water Authority.    ¯.

4. Program Element: Water Quality ..................................... $2~000,000

(A) Prepare Title: Drinking Water Quality

Implementing Agency: U.$. Environmenta! Protection Agency
Funding: $2,000,000
Program Description: The program’s overall goal is to continuously improve source
water quality that allows for municipal water suppliers to deliver safe, reliable, and
affordable drinkfug water that meets, and where feasible is better than, the applicable
drinking water standards~ Throagh extensive stakeholder ir~put during Phase I and II,
CALFED identified cor~cerns that result fi~om using Delta. waters as a source of drinking
wat~ supply and identified r~ear term acti6us that could be taken ~o improve source water
quality. The following four drinking water quality actions will be undertaken ~vith the
fiscal year 2000 funds:
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(I) Program Title: Assessment of Sources and Magnitudes of Loads of Drinking    .
Water Constituents of Concern

Description: Two projects will be undertaken to suppo~ this program (I)
evaluation of existing data to determine baseline conditions under various
hydrologic conditions and operational scenario and (2) monit6ring and research
efforts to track changes in Delta water quality resulting ~rom CALFED actions and
the effectiveness of the water quality actions.

¯ (2) Program Title: Veale/Byron Tract Drainage Discharge l~anagement

Description: This program focus~ on a group of measures designed to improve both
the quantity and quality of drainage discharges from Veal m~d Byron Tracts and to
improve the dririk~g water sources at South Delta drinking warm- intakes. Projects
will be funded that addr~s -- drain relocations, outfall improvements, discharge
timing management, drainage treatment, and storm flow management.

(3) Program Title: Bay Area Regional Blending Assessment

Description: Th~s program will i~ves~igate the poten’tial for regione! water exch~ges
to improve source water, quality. The initial phase of work to be funded focuses ou
two technicai tasks (1) quantitatively assessing individual agency needs for high~.r
quality source water and (2) assessing the ability of existing facilities to couvey the
needed qu~mifies assuming the water is available.

(4) Program Title: Salt Removal System - Pilot Project

Description: Salt removal of irrigation runoff in the San ]0aquin Valley will
salt discharge to the Sa~ Joaquin Privet and prevent salt buildup on agricultural land.
Fiscal yam- 2000 lands will underwrite pilot projects that remove salt and propose a
~sposa/or reuse systen’~.

5.. Program Element: Water Use Efficiency ...............................$2,500,000

(A) Program Title: Water Use Efficiency

Implementing Agency: U,S. Bureau of Keclama~on
Funding: $2,500,000
Program Description: The program will offer ~L~pport azad inccr~tives throu~da expanding
~ban, agricul~l, managed wetlands, and water recycling programs that will provide
plauning, tecknical, and financial assistance to h~plsment cost-effective ef-fcie~cy
measures. Fiscal year 2000 funds will be udlized to complete vital incentiw program
refinement, augment techr~cal assistar~e, and begin early implementation. Approximately

E-0 0
E-008252



03/24/00        16:24           ~2022083324                                   AS-WATER&SCIENCE                                                               ~ 006/011

4

,$!,325,000 will be allocated to agricultural and managed wetlands activiti~, $987,500 to
urban activities, and $187,500 for water recycling.

(I) Program Title: Agriculture and Managed Wetlands

Description: The agricultural and managed wetlands activities will be combined
during this fiscal year because their plannihg and early implementation objectives are
very similar. Program refinement aetivRies will include completing ongoing
planning of incentive programs and conducting foundational studies related to water
measurement and evaporation reduction. Early.implementation items include
support for the Agricultural Water Management Council, increased technical
assistance, and pilot projects. The pilot projects will focus on agricultural water use
efficiency actions such as (1) San Joaquin River sal.t/seleni .urn reduction, (2)
flow/timing improvement, (3) water quality improvement, and (4) evaporation
reduction.

(2) Program Title: Urban

Description: The program refinement ta~ks wilI focus on defining the urban
incentive program. Early implementation items include support for the California
Urban Water Conservation Council, increased technical assistance, and pilot projects.
The objective of the pilot projects will be to answer key questions related to
achieving water quantification, quality, and flow/tim2ng benefits through water use
efficiency incentive grants.

(3) Program Title: Recycling

Description: The design of the recycling incentive program will be completed. No
funding is budgeted for .pilot projects since sufficient pilot funding exists in
Proposition 204 and Title XVI budgets.

6. Program Element: Water Transfer .....................................$350,000

(A) Project Title: Water Transfer Interactive Web-site

Implementing Agency: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Funding: $350,000
Description: An interactive web-site will be developed which will initially include (1) an
on-line transfer application process, (2) a database of.all approved transfers from 1980
forward, and (3) general information on water transfer program activities. Carrent ftmding
wi.tl provide for the initial web-site functions and the hosting of the web-site through
December 2000 when it is anticipated that a centralized transfer clearinghouse w~ll assume
the function. The web-site is slated for public release in the summer of 2000.
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7. Prod:am Element: Planning, Management, and Other Programs ........... $6,500,000

(A) Program Description: South Delta Planning

Funding Agency: U.S. Bureau of Reclmmation
Funding: $900,000
Description: CALFED has proposed :several actions for analysis, environmental
documentation, and early implementation in the lower San Ioaquin River/South Delta
region. These actions will improve the reliability of existing water export facilities and
operations within the South DeLta, ensure that water of adequate quantity and quatity is
available for diversion to beneficial use within the South Delta Water Agencis service
area, and contribute to restoring the ~ological health of the lower San 3oaquin River amd
South Delta. The total South Delta planning effort for water management and ecosystem
restoration wi].! cost approxknately $1,900,000 in fiscal year 2000. To date, $1,000,000
has been allocated to this effort from the Ecosystem Restoration Fund Account (reference
Secretarial approval letter dated February 9, 2000). The Ecosystem Restoration ftmda will
be used to plan and scope project-level ecosystem restoration actions consistent with
CALFED ecosystem restoration objectives and to prepare project-level environmental
documents.

CALFED program staff recommends the allocation of an additional $900,000 of fiscal year
2000 funds from the "Other Such Activities" Account. The program staff will utilize these
funds tl~ough direct expenditure or contracted consulting services to proceed with the
water management portion of the South Delta planning effort. Feasibility level studies will
be conducted on two specific water management elements (I) cortstrueting a new intake
for Clit~on Court Forebay, most likely at a location on Old River on the southeast comer
of Byron Tract and (2) constructing fish screens and fish salvage facilities for the intak~
in an incremental, modular approach to screen the full export capacity of the California
State Water Project

Permits will be obtained to use full SWP export capacity of 10,300 cfs consistent wi~ all
applicable operational constraints ineludinl~ recommendations for an interim 8,500 efs
export operation. Tl~e Ioint Point of Diversion (J-POD) wil! be included in
Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report 0gIS/EIK) to provide
disclosure of a full range of potential impacts including a JPOD for interim operations at
a 8,500 cfs maximum export rate and long-term operations at 10,300 cfs. This evaluation
will cover incremental impacts beyond the IPOD evaluation conducted by the State Water
Resource Control Board ElK which only covers a IPOD with existing permitted pumping
rates. Several configurations o~ehannel ban’iers will be evaluatex! in detail to manage stage
and water quality including (1) the No Action Alternative, (2) a single l-lead of OId Fiver
Barrier Alternative, (3) variations of a Multiple Barrier Alternative, and (4) an akemative
relying upon extensive dredging of South Delta Channels and extension and screening of
local water intake structures.
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(C) Program Description: Tribal Participation

Implementing Agency: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Funding: $ I00,000
Description: This program wfllbuild or~ CALFED initiatives over the past year to assist

¯ "tribes in determining potential impacts of CALFED actions on tribal r~sources, as well as,
increasing tribal awareness of and participation in the CALFED process. As recommended
at the November 17, 1999, Policy Group meeting, the Environmental Protection Agency
(El?A) wiil implement the effort and, as decided through an informal CALFED/tribal
represeutative workgroup, will issue a grant application to solicit tribal governmems to
undertake the following objectives (l) develop and compile information on, or an
inventory of, the specific tribal resom’ees that may be affected by potential CALFED
actions, (2) facilitate increa.~ed tribal attendance and participation in CALFED meetings
and workgroups, (3) facilitate eutmuced-outreach and coordination between CALFED
agencies and participating tribes, and (4) ~sure that participating tribes play a key role in
educating other affected tribes about the CALFED process and coordinating tribal input
back to the CALFED program. EPA anticipates funding one to three tribes for one year
to achieve the aforementioned objectives, and as such, the funded tribal governments will
be expected to serve as regional coordinators for tribal government involvement in the
CALFED program.

0D) Program Description: CAL.FED Planning and Management

Funding Agency: U.S. Bureau of P,.eclamation
Funding: $4,000,000
Description: CALFED program staffis requesting fiscal year 2000 funding to provide
continued support or initiation of the following programs. CALFED staff will undertake
these program activities directly or through contracted consultant services.

(1) Program Title: Water Use/Transfer

Description: CALFED staff will develop and begin implementation of a robust,
incentive-based water use efficiency program using an integrated approach of state
tegal requirements, and local implementation through technical assistance and
incentives. Studies focusing on the four program elements -- agricultural water
conservation, urban water conservation, water recycling, and managed wetlands -- will
be developed and implemented.

CALl:rED staff will develop a strategic plan of actions, policies, and processes to
encourage an effective water transfer market that facilitates w’ater transfer and
streamIines the approval process while protecting water rights, environmental
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conditions, and local economic interests. Actions w-ill address (1) environmental and
socioeconomic factors, (2) water resources protection, (3) technical, op~mtionalo and
admiuistrativ~ .rules, and (4) wheeling data and use of existing state/federal wheeling
facilities.

(2) Prograxn Title: Delta Levee System Integrity

Description: The plauning effort for the program is near oompl~ion, and funds will
be utilized to finalize the Levee System ~tegrky Program Plan. The program plan
builds apon existing programs to improve all Delta leve¢s m meet the U.S. Corps of
Engineers’ PL 84-99 standard and provide additional flood protection beyond the
Delta Levee Base Level Pr6tection Plau. The balance of funding will be utilized by
CALFED to suppoa the North Delta Planning effort described under paragraph 7. (’B)
above.

(3) Program Title’. Water Management Systems Development ("m.tegrat.ed Storage
Investigation)

Description: A comprehensive planning effort will be d~veloped that provides
information on the potential system-wide benefits and impacts of storage considering
various combinations of faciht~es and operating policies. These impacts and b~n.efits
will be compared to the consequences of alternative wat~ management strategies,
In_formation developed in the more detailed.regional storage studies will be used to
refine assumptions ~ this comprehensive evaluation.

(4) Progam Title: Implementation Strategy

Description: This program involves (1) preparation of strategic planning documents
to support the alternative refinement and seI~ction process, (2) coordination of
implementation plans for ~he individual CALFED program elements, and (3)
production of the comprehensive Program I.mplernentation Plan.

(5) Program Title: Management Services

Description: Management Services activities include outreach, legat and Bay-Delta
Advisory Council support, public and governmental affairs, and general and fiscal
administration.
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(6) Program Title: Water Quality"

Description: The program will continue the development of actions required to
prevent and control water quality degradation from abandoned mines, urban and
industrial point and non-point discharges, and agricultm-al drainage, The Water
Quality Program Plan will be refinecL and the above actions will be prioritized.
Detailed actions for Stage I implementation will be developed;

8. Program Elemgnt: Miscellaneons Expenses/Administration ................$500,000

(A) Program Title: AdmLuistrative Support

Yerforming Agency: U.S. Bureau of P~eelamation

_ Funding: $500,000
Description: Punds are for continued support provided by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
for coordination of interagency fimding activities and agreex-n~’nt management provided
through the Federal Bay-Delta Ecosystem Restoration and Other Such Activities fund
accotmts to other participating Federal agencies and applicant entities. The balance of the
fi.mds for this program in the .amount ors 1,000,000 has been allocated from the Ecosystem
Restoration Fund fiscal year 2000 Account.                            ’

I concur with the Policy Group’s recommendations to fund the programs and associated projects
in the amount of $30°000,000 from the fiscal ye~ 2000 Federal Bay-Delta Ac~ appropriation and
would like your approval. The programs and projects requested are all of su_ffi¢ienfly high
priority to warrant approval and obligation of the funds requested.

Approval is requested as soon. as possible so that agreements can be initiated and executed with
the implemenr_ing agencies.

..-

Regional Dir~ztor

Signature Date
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